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Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
 

Through this service we travel with Jesus as his disciples. 

We will hear that Jesus washed the feet of his disciples  

and then called them to do the same for others. 

We will hear Jesus offering himself in bread and wine,  

the feast of the Church at which all are welcome. 

Then we will go with Jesus to an abandoned garden.  

We will hear him ask his disciples to stay awake with him while he prays. 

We too will be invited to keep watch with him  

into the dark hours of the night. 

 

A new commandment: to love as we are loved.                                             

And what is love? Watch. Listen.  

It looks like this. It dares this.  

This is love…   
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The Gathering 

 

Chorale Partita on ‘Sei gegrüßet, Jesu gütig’  
(BWV 768) by J S Bach 

 

Bach’s music is often described as ‘monumental’, which is such an 

appropriate term to describe his work heard at the start of today’s service. 

Monuments are often intended to call us to remembrance. They remind 

us of the life and faith of those who have gone before us; they cause us to 

pause momentarily and look at ourselves in the shadow of someone or 

something greater.  

 

On this Maundy Thursday, we particularly recall the last supper and ‘eat 

and drink in remembrance’ of our Lord and Saviour. 

 

At the end of his musical manuscripts, Bach would frequently add the 

words ‘Soli Deo gloria’ which means glory to God alone. Through the 

music heard tonight, Bach invites you on a Passiontide journey to the 

glory of God – a journey which will end in a celebration of God’s Easter 

victory.  

 

This monumental work is believed to have been written in around 1705, 

when Bach was just 20 years old. At over twenty minutes in length, it is 

the longest of his sets of chorale variations, depicting that sense of the 

Lenten and Passiontide journey.  

 

The text which inspired the chorale (a Lutheran hymn) was written by 

Christian Keymann, the son of a pastor at Pankratz, Bohemia. It shows a 

firm conviction of faith, especially in the way Christ’s Passion can help us 

face our own mortality. 
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This Partita takes the form of an opening statement of the chorale tune, 

followed by eleven very distinctive variations based on the opening 

melody. Perhaps the number of movements symbolises the figure of 

Christ and the eleven disciples (excluding Judas) who each in their own 

very distinctive way, like us, aim to follow the example of their 

figurehead?  

 

Through each variation, Bach explores the harmonic, rhythmic and 

stylistic possibilities of the opening melody, just as, through our faith, we 

can endlessly explore the possibilities open to us by following Christ. The 

final five variations also require use of the organ pedals which creates for 

the listener a sense of the piece nearing its culmination. The final 

movement is a grand, death-defying, restatement of the opening melody 

deploying the full resources of the organ.  

 

Through his musical art, Bach represents the momentum and inevitability 

of the Passion which, ends not with the despair of Good Friday, but with 

the majesty of Easter Day. 

by Chris Cipkin 
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The Greeting 
A new commandment I give to you,  

that you love one another, as I have loved you. John 13.34 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you: 

and also with you. 

 

Wherever we are, we all meet in the name of Jesus Christ 

present in every place and time as friend and brother.  
 

The Prayers of Penitence 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 

‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 

‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 

Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, 

and ask him to cleanse us. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness; 

according to the abundance of your compassion 

blot out our offences. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 

wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

We listen to the Kyrie from the Mass of Villerville by Chris Merchant. 

 



 5 

May the + Father forgive you by the death of his Son 

and strengthen you to live in the power of the Spirit 

all your days.   Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis, from the Mass of Villerville  
(which begins with the ringing of bells as we enter into the Triduum,  

the three holy days of Easter) 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect  
God our Father,  

you have invited us to share in this supper 

which your Son gave to his Church  

to proclaim his death until he comes:  

may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love;  

who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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Old Testament Reading  

At the end the reader says                              

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn: We hail thy presence glorious 
 

 

“I give you a new Commandment” 
 

The Gospel Reading  
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end of the Gospel 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

               The Address,  
followed by the washing of hands and the singing of Ubi Caritas 

 

The Prayers of Intercession 
Lord, hear us:  

and give us your peace. 
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“Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

The Peace 
Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a half-hearted peace  

but the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ is with us now.  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you: and also with you. 

 

During the peace we hold out Christ’s peace to one another,  

picturing the whole people of God gathered together in this moment.  

Do please put your message in the comment box on YouTube.  

The Offertory Hymn is “O thou who at thy Eucharist didst pray.” 

 
The Preparation of the Table 

At the Eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord.  

We know that it was not only our ancestors,  

but we ourselves who were redeemed and brought forth  

from bondage to freedom, from mourning to feasting.  

We know that as he was with them in the upper room  

so our Lord is here with us now. 
 

Blessed are you, eternal God, Source of all creation:  

through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 

which earth has given and human hands have made: 

It will become for us the Bread of Life.  
 

Blessed are you, eternal God, Source of all creation:  

through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands:  

It will become for us the Lifeblood of the World.  
 

Blessed are you, eternal God, Source of all creation:  

through your goodness we have ourselves to offer, 

gift of the womb and shaped by human hands:  

We will become for you a living body.  
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Pray my brothers and sisters that our sacrifice  

might be acceptable to God the almighty Father.  

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands,  

for the praise and glory of his Name,  

for our good and the good of all his Church. 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you:  

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise 
 

It is indeed right to give you thanks, 

Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For on this very night he girded himself with a towel 

and, taking the form of a servant, 

washed the feet of his disciples. 

He gave us a new commandment 

that we should love one another as he has loved us. 

Knowing that his hour had come, 

in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 

to be a memorial of his passion, 

that we might proclaim his death  

until he comes again, 

and feast with him in his kingdom. 

 

Therefore earth unites with heaven 

to sing a new song of praise; 

we too join with angels and archangels 

as they proclaim your glory without end: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On this very night, the night before he died,  

he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did; 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 
 

Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

we proclaim your death Lord Jesus until you come in glory.  
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Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day                   

when your kingdom comes                     

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people,             

gather us in your loving arms                                 

and bring us with Blessed Mary, the Mother of Jesus,                                         

St Paul and St Nicholas, St Frideswide and St Sigfrid,                                                      

St Luke, St Agatha and St Roc,                                                                                            

the disciples who gathered this night                                                                 

and all of your saints to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
In times of hope, in times of trouble,  

in times of sorrow, in times of praise,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread. 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

The Agnus Dei from the Mass of Villerville 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

The Communion 
Gather at this table to meet the living Creator, God our Father, 

Love indescribable and beyond our imagining,  

yet closer than our own breath.  

Gather at this table to meet the living Christ, 

flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone,  

who rescues a fallen people through his death on the cross.  

Gather at this table to meet the living Spirit,  

inspiring our quest for truth and justice,  

breathing into us life and hope.  

Gather to find, to meet, the living God,  

whose love is ever new in bread and in wine.   

 

Christ is in our midst.  

He is and always will be. 

 

The Church has always taught that what is necessary for communion is true 

desire, lively faith and genuine love, and these are things we can all embody as 

we come to God and meet with him face to face in worship. 

 

The music is “Sei gegrüßt, Jesu gutig” (BWV 768) by J S Bach  

the chorale which the opening organ piece was based on. Here is the text: 
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Jesu, Saviour, heed my greeting!  

Kind and gentle is Thy being.  

Long the torture Thou hast suffered,  

Deep the insults to Thee offered.  

Let me all Thy love inherit,  

And meet death in Thy sure merit! 

 

Jesu, Master, dearest treasure,  

Christ, my Saviour, my heart's pleasure,  

Hands and piercéd Side, O show me,  

Should I tempted be to doubt Thee! 

Let me all Thy love inherit,  

And meet death in Thy sure merit! 

 

O Thou fountain ever flowing,  

Gracious comfort e'er bestowing,  

When Death lays his hand upon me  

Help me then to meet him boldly!  

Let me all Thy love inherit,  

And meet death in Thy sure merit! 

 

Sweet refreshment floweth freely  

To Thy children stayed upon Thee.  

On Thy Passion, Lord, relying,  

Nought I fear the hour of dying.  

Let me all Thy love inherit,  

And méet death in Thy sure merit! 

 

 

The Prayer after Communion  
May our eyes turn to look again on you, O Christ,  

for you are the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Give us courage always to be loyal to the Truth,  

to follow wherever the Way may lead,  

costly though it be,  

trusting that the goal is none other than Life with you. Amen.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do  

for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others  

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
When the disciples had sung a hymn,  

they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Jesus prayed: “Abba Father, if it be possible,  

take this cup of suffering from me.”  

Jesus grieved that his disciples were not able  

to stay awake with him one hour.  

There he was betrayed by the kiss of a friend.  

He was handed over to the authorities  

who had long dreamed of this moment.  

They took him in chains to a secure place. 

Jesus was obedient even unto death.  

 

We extinguish the final candle on the Lenten Wreath, and clear the altar. 

We kneel as the sacrament is carried past us to the Garden of Repose. 

We listen to Pange Lingua (268) and Psalm 22 while the altars are stripped and 

the colour and decoration removed from view in preparation for Good Friday. 

 

Psalm 22  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?                                                                                                       

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?                                                                   

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest.                                       

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.                                                                          

In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.                                                

To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.  

But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people…  

On you I was cast from my birth,                                                                                                        

and since my mother bore me you have been my God.                                                                       

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
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“Stay awake with me and watch” 
  

We are all invited to obey Jesus’ instruction to keep watch  

with him in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

Sit quietly and pray for the needs of the world.  

Read a favourite book about Holy Week.  

Read through John 13.16- 17.26,  

which offer a fabulous insight into what Jesus came to do  

and how he equipped and inspired his disciples at the end.  

 

Knit, sow, colour, write.  

But watch.  
 
 

 
 
 

 


