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Christmastide Mass 
  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem  
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:  

accept our heartfelt praise,  
as we worship you,  

our Saviour and our eternal God. Amen. 
  

O God, who by the leading of a star  
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:  
mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith,  

may at last behold your glory face to face: 
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



In olden times, carol services always came after Christmas Day,  
not before. Strictly speaking, that’s right because Christmas Day  

is not the end of Christmas but its start, the moment  
we begin to rejoice that God is born as one of us.  

 

Christmas then carries on through the feast of the Epiphany  
(when we remember the arrival of the Wise Men in Bethlehem,  

the showing of Jesus to all people) right up to Candlemas,  
when our thoughts begin to turn to Easter. 

 

 These weeks are a time of ongoing joy and celebration.  
The crib and decorations stay in church for the whole of the season 

because all of it is Christmas, all of it cause for joy.    

 
 

The Gathering 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

I bring you good news of great joy:  
a Saviour has been born to us. Alleluia!  
For unto us a child is born, for unto us a Son is given. Alleluia!  
 

Hear the words of St Luke: when the angels had gone from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
“Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing  
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
So they hastened, and found Mary and Joseph,  
and the baby lying in a manger.  
 
He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia!  
We worship and adore him. Alleluia! 

 
 



The Prayers of Penitence 
Christ the Light of the World has come to dispel the darkness  
of our hearts, to banish the darkness of our world.  
In his light, let us examine ourselves  
and confess our sins and shortcomings.  
 
Either/ God our Father, you sent you Son full of grace and truth:  
forgive our failure to receive him.    
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.  
 

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.  
 

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts.  
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.  
 

or this/ 
God our Father, long-suffering,  
full of grace and truth,  
you create us from nothing and give us life.  
You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside.  
We confess that we have sinned  
against you and our neighbour.  
We have wounded your love and marred your image in us.  
Restore us for the sake of your Son,  
and bring us to heavenly joy,  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 The Absolution: God’s promise of forgiveness  

May the God of all healing and forgiveness  
draw you to himself, and cleanse you from all your sins  
that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Gloria in Excelsis:  
a song of praise to God for his grace and goodness 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest! 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest! 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest! 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest! 
  

The Collect:  
a prayer which presents the theme for the day 

The Lord be with you: and also with you.  
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Reading from the Bible 
At the end, the reader says: 
 This is the word of the Lord: thanks be to God. 
 
 



The Gospel:  
a reading from Jesus’ life 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St N. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

At the end the priest says:  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The Sermon  
 

The Creed 
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  
Though he was divine,  
he did not cling to equality with God,  
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness.  
He humbled himself and was obedient to death,  
even the death of the cross.  
Therefore God has raised him on high,  
and given him the name above every name:  
that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow,  
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of Intercession 
Rejoicing at the presence of God with us this Christmastide,  
let us call to mind the needs and longings of Creation, and let us 
open our hearts anew to the gentle, unquenchable light of Christ. 
   

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.   

 
 



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
The Lord be with you: and also with you.  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and his name shall be 
called the Prince of Peace. The peace of the Christ Child be always 
with you: and also with you.  
 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
Blessed be God by whose grace creation is renewed,  
by whose love heaven is opened, by whose mercy  
we offer this, our sacrifice of praise: Blessed be God for ever.  
 

Pray my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be acceptable 
to God the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 
for the praise and glory of his holy name, 
for our good and the good of all his church. 
 

Word made flesh, life of the world,  
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  
by your Spirit, may we share in your riches. Amen.  

 

“In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love  

of the God we cannot see.” 
 



Eucharistic Prayer B 
The Lord be with you: and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts: we lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:  

it is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our human race  
humbled himself, was born of the Virgin Mary  
by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us. 
In this wonderful mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,  
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In him we see our God made visible  
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven  
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
 



who, in the same night he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 

In the same way, after supper,  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

Great is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died: Christ has risen: Christ will come again.  
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one  
in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of all the saints,  
may praise and glorify your name for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
let us pray as our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The breaking of the bread 
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.  
God here among us, light in the midst of us,  
bring us to life and light.  
 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
 grant us peace.  
 

The Invitation to Communion 
Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. Alleluia! 
Lord, give us this bread always. Alleluia! 
 
 



If you usually receive Communion in your own Church,  
or you’ve done so in the past, you are welcome to receive  

the Body and Blood of Christ here today.  
Please tell the priest if you need a gluten free wafer.  

If you would prefer to receive a prayer of Blessing, simply come 
forward with everyone else carrying this order of service. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 
Son of Mary, Son of God,  
we have joined with the angels in worship,  
and rejoiced at the news of your birth.  
Help us, with the shepherds,  
to proclaim the Christmas message  
in everything we do and think and say:  
for you are the meeting place of heaven and earth,  
our deepest hope and our true fulfilment. Amen.  
 
 

The Notices and Banns of Marriage 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing  
May the obedience of Joseph and Mary,  
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the perseverance of the wise men,  
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas:  
and the blessing… 

The Dismissal:  
we are sent into the world to live to God’s glory 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The material in this booklet is from ‘Common Worship’ and ‘New Patterns for Worship’, 
both copyright the Archbishops’ Council, and  from ‘The Promise of His Glory’, CHP. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

…This was the moment 
 

when a few farm workers and three members 
of an obscure Persian sect 

walked haphazard by starlight 
straight into the kingdom of heaven. 

 
from ‘This was the moment’ by UA Fanthorpe 
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