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Moral and ethical behaviour is determined by the way a particular cultural group behaves as a society. 

In western society lot of talk goes on about nanny states, overzealous legislation regarding Health and Safety and all the issues surrounding DBS checks, and Safe Guarding the protection of children and vulnerable adults.
It is an indictment on contemporary society that consideration for others has become something which is imposed from the outside by the law rather than from an inner concern and love for our fellow human beings regardless of creed colour or gender.   
As the 21st Century society has become increasingly consumer orientated in its attitude; the public demands a multiplicity of choice and ever-increasing credit facilities to try and satisfy their desires.  As a result, people have become progressively more self centred and self seeking. The resulting affect has been a marked proliferation in inconsiderate, thoughtless and selfish behaviour. 
Text, email, twitter and Facebook, have, in some social groups almost entirely taken over as a method of communication. People live in their own individual little bubbles isolated from their fellow human beings. 
This attitude to others was graphically illustrated the other day on the underground. 
There was only one seat and an older gentleman was just sitting down in it when a young lad in his teens slid in underneath him and claimed the seat for himself. With such behaviour becoming more and more the norm, perhaps it is not surprising that it has become necessary for our trains and buses to have notices instructing passengers to give up their seat if some one more needy requires it.  
It would appear that as self-discipline and self-imposed boundaries decline, government legislation is imposing a growing number of limitations on behaviour and a rising number of areas which are scrutinized and monitored. Quality has ceased to be assured simply by pride in one’s work and a sense of knowing one has done one’s best but has become controlled by a series of audits imposed by the management. 
The question is, do these legal restrictions address the problem of a society increasingly focused on self-satisfaction and self gratification? 
A while ago I visited a church in a remote village, inside a man was sitting smoking which gave great offence to a number of people in the group I was with. The man probably didn’t have a mobile phone and I very much doubt that he knew how to switch on a computer let alone send or harvest an email. But he was just as blinkered with regard to the people around him as the couple who went into a restaurant and ate together but communicated with other people on their respective phones for the whole duration of the meal, and left again, never having spoken to each other.

It is in fact very easy to become so blinkered that one ceases to be aware of anything or anyone else. 
For the rulers of the synagogue in Jesus time, it was strict adherence to the law which held their attention so tightly that it obliterated any sense of compassion, forbad any degree of flexibility and led them to criticize Jesus act of loving compassion.  
OK! Perhaps you don’t feel you’re inflexible, but if each of us thinks carefully and prayerfully there is almost certainly something in our lives which is preventing us from wholly fulfilling our potential as members of the body of Christ. 
In the hymn “brother sister let me serve you” we sing the words, “We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road, we are there to help each other walk the mile and bare the load.” 
The imagery is from the Old Testament it marks out the Israelite people as different from their pagan neighbours. 
Love of God and neighbour is the ethic set out for God’s people. The synagogue leaders held these scriptures dear.  But by Jesus time they had become so blinkered with adhering to the letter of the law that they missed the point: those laws were made for the well being of the whole community in their relationship - with God and with each other. 
The woman whom Jesus healed in the synagogue had been crippled for eighteen years, and in the society of the day had no rights. She was not only marginalised on account of her disability but also because of her gender. 
The story of her healing is a wonderful illustration of what Christ can do to transform our lives by his presence and his healing touch. 
 The Woman was bowed down by her deformity and so she was prevented from looking up at the world around her. Try walking around bent double looking all the time at the floor and you will get a little bit of an idea what it was like for her. She must have failed to see so much of what was going on and missed being able to interact and communicate with other people. Healed by Jesus touch, she could look up and see his glory in the world around, she could look out at her fellow human beings and communicate with them face to face. 
Not bound by the law, or restricted by her personal disability she was released by God’s love and mercy to be all that He intended her to be. 
We are called to be Christ’s body in the world, motivated, not by the threat of imposed punishment or because the law dictates, but because Christ calls us to love as he loves us.
