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The Parish of St Paul, Wokingham

The Parish Mass

in Eastertide
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I/F,OA-[”{Q/](I”I A Christ-fike Church for the sake of God's world




Introduction

Welcome to this house of prayer. We are a Church family committed to
welcoming all those who come as God'’s precious and beloved child,
whatever their age or race, sexuality or experience, background or
confidence in Church.

Anybody, of any age, who has been baptised in any Christian Church, is
warmly invited to receive Holy Communion here. You are welcome to
receive the bread and the wine, or, if you prefer, to take the bread only.

Communion can be received either at the altar rail or in your pew.
Please tell the priest if you need a gluten-free wafer. If you would prefer
to receive a prayer of blessing please come forward with everyone else
and keep your head bowed at the rail. If you would like to receive
communion or a blessing in the pew, please tell one of the welcomers
(the people wearing name badges).

Welcome home.

Eastertide

Eastertide is a season of joy.

This is the great season of the Church’s year, fifty days of joy as we
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. In this season we
hear the stories of Jesus after he rose from the tomb and stories of the
early Church from the Acts of the Apostles.

Our worship in this season especially uses the word ‘Alleluia’, a word
derived from the Hebrew for ‘Praise the Lord’. You will find it in this
order of service and also in many of our hymns. We use sprinkling with
holy water as a sign of baptism, the sacrament that is most associated
with Easter.

The season concludes with the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven and then
the nine days that lead up to the feast of Pentecost.

Alleluia, Christisrisen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia.



1 The Gathering

Processional hymn

Please stand to sing the opening hymn. See the boards on the pillars or Pews
News for the hymn numbers.

During the hymn, the altar is honoured with incense.

Greeting

The priest says

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All  Heisrisenindeed. Alleluia.

The priest introduces the service.



Prayers of Penitence

The priest introduces the prayers of penitence, then all say

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

The Kyrie Eleison (‘Lord, have mercy’) is sung. The congregation is sprinkled
with holy water as a reminder of the baptism by which we are freed from sin
and through which we receive God’s life in ours.

All

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The priest says

All

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Gloriain Excelsis

All stand to sing. The words in italics are sometimes omitted, depending on
the mass setting used.

All

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.



Collect

The priest says

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Let us pray.
The priest says the collect of the day and all respond
All  Amen.



1 The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Please sit.
A reading from the Old or New Testaments is read.
At the end, the reader says,
This is the word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading

Please stand. The Gospel is read from the Easter Garden at the back of the
church, where we are reminded of the empty tomb that gives us hope.

The deacon or priest says,

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to N.
All  Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

A sermon is preached.



Creed

Please stand. It is customary to bow your head at the words in italics.

All  We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Please sit or kneel.
After each petition, one of these responses is used:

Lord, in your mercy
All  hear our prayer.

or

Lord, hear us.
All  Lord, graciously hear us.

At the end, we all say

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



1 The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
Please stand. The priest introduces the Peace, and then says

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All  and also with you.

You are invited to share the sign of peace with those around you. This is done
by shaking hands, by waving, or by bowing, and saying ‘Peace be with you.’

Preparation of the Altar
A hymn is sung.

During the hymn, the gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar on
behalf of the congregation. A collection is taken to support the mission and
ministry of St Paul’s.

When the altar is prepared and the gifts and people have been honoured with
incense, the priest says,

Pray, my brothers and sisters
that our sacrifice may be acceptable
to God, the almighty Father.
All  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his Name,
for our good and the good of all his Church.

The priest says a prayer over the gifts and all respond
All  Amen.

10



Eucharistic Prayer
Please remain standing if you are able. The priest says or sings

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  Welift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itisright to give thanks and praise.

The priest says or sings the Eucharistic preface, calling to mind the great
works of God in bringing about our salvation.

All sing together

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosannain the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosannain the highest.

The priest recalls the Last Supper, when Christ gave us the Eucharist, and
says the Words of Institution by which the bread and wine are consecrated
for us. The priest then says

Great is the mystery of faith.
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The priest continues in prayer, concluding

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All Amen.

Please sit or kneel. Silence is kept.
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The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all say

All
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

onearth asitis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer



Breaking of the Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated bread and says

We break this bread
to sharein the body of Christ.

All  Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

As the bread is broken, all sing

All  Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The priest holds the consecrated bread and says

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

All  Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and | shall be healed.

The priest and people receive Holy Communion.

If you normally receive communion in your own church or have done so in the
past, you are very welcome to do so here.

If you do not receive Holy Communion, you are welcome to come to the altar
rail to receive a blessing. Please bow your head to indicate to the priest that
you would prefer to receive a blessing.

During communion a hymn is sung by all, and then an anthem is sung by
the choir.
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Post-Communion Prayer
The priest says the post-communion prayer set for the day, then all say

All  Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be aliving sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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91 The Conclusion

Notices
Notices are given and banns of marriage read.
Final hymn
A hymn is sung.
Blessing

Please remain standing. The priest says

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

The priest says a blessing, which ends

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
All  Amen.

The Dismissal

The deacon or priest says

Goin the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

The ministers leave the church as an organ voluntary is played. Please use the
music for prayer and stillness, or leave the church quietly if you need to.

Coffee and refreshments are served in the Parish Rooms after mass: you are
very warmly invited to come along.

This service includes material from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the
Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and Common Worship: Times and
Seasons © The Archbishops’ Council 2006.
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