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EDITORIAL
After all the excitement of Holy Week
and Easter, there is a lot to draw your
attention to this month to keep that
momentum going.
Bishop Andrew is retiring this month
and we wish him well as he begins a
new chapter in his life. There will be
a Farewell Service on Wednesday 1st
May in Reading Minster at 7.30pm.
All are welcome.
Fr Patrick sends his Easter Greetings
(p.4). You will see there is much afoot
in the parish, and exciting to learn that there is still so much more to come - with our help!
Living Well in the End Times will be back in May. Space is limited, so please speak with
Julie or Keith to book a place if you haven’t done so already (p.6).
Tuesday Bible studies - Easter to Pentecost will continue in the evenings only. Do come
if you can – it’s an enlightening gift. See p.12 for details.
‘Tithings of Comfort & Joy’ (p.13) - please do think about Fr Richard’s plea for your
Tithings Response Forms to be returned to the Parish Office by 12 noon on 20th May. The
team would like to be able to begin work on this project as soon as possible so your support
would be most welcome. If you don’t know how to go about completing the form, please
speak to a member of the clergy. Remember, there’s no such thing as a silly question. Far
better to be inundated with queries, than no response at all.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and this year’s theme is ‘Body Image’. We’ve
included a message from Archdeacon Olivia (p.24) and Bishop Steven’s Presidential
Address given in March (p.25), to draw your attention to a grave problem within the diocese
which needs our prayerful and careful consideration both as a church and individuals.
Mthr Julie & Keith Mintern will have their last Sunday in the parish on 16th June - 9.30am
Mass followed by a Parish BBQ. Mthr Julie’s induction will be at Lambourn St Michael &
All Angels on Monday the 29th July. All are welcome.
Our thanks to David Ruddock for the jokes in this month’s edition. If you see something
that makes you smile, do send it to us.
Lastly, don’t forget the Christian Aid Coffee Morning 18th May.
Ann Grice & Jane Clark | The Editors
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EASTER GREETINGS …
Dear Brothers & Sisters
Easter greetings in the name of our Risen Lord
Jesus Christ who gives us the victory over sin,
Satan and death!
As the Lent experience continues to root us into the
lifelong habits of fasting, prayer, study and
meditation, service and giving, entering into the
Easter season doesn’t mean we now forget these
habits that train our hearts and minds, and keep us
spiritually fit and aware. You’re right if that sounds
like the PMC fuel.
Lent is a reminder of what kind of people we can be
if we allowed God to shape us through these habits.
God-seekers and ‘welcomers’ tuning more and
more into His presence, strength and purpose.

Fr Patrick Mukholi,
Associate Priest & Transitions Minister

Apart from decluttering our lives, these spiritual habits prepare us for discernment.
John Wesley is said to have fasted every week and called fasting one of the "acts
of piety" and a means of grace, along with the sacraments, prayer and study of the
Bible. We are not surprised at the impact that this man for whom, “the world is my
parish” has had, even when a church imprisoned by traditions would not
accommodate his passion for building the Kingdom.
This Lent in our parish has indeed been momentous, especially for those who made
time for the Lent Study which focused on the parables of Jesus dubbed Dangerous
Stories. We looked at what it means to be a ‘good shepherd’ under our Good
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. There was a resolve to continue being people who look
out for each other even when it costs time, energy or finance. Most of us live
relatively privileged lives and wrestled with the question how can we look out for
those around us who are ‘lost’, those that are homeless with various issues of
addictions and mental health? The parables challenge us to respond.
The expected responses many times appear to be daunting. But there is
encouragement to take little bites at a time. In PMC terms, letting Scripture and
prayer shape us as we allow God’s Spirit to work through us. Prayer for all these
difficult situations in our town and parish is a good starting point. Followed perhaps
by engaging with organisations that already work in these areas. Out of our Lent
discussions an exploration into ways in which we can work with the restaurants in
-4-

town to make sure that no one in our town goes hungry was mooted. I am
impressed by the real desire and enthusiasm to engage. This is what Bible study
is about. We study and understand God’s mind and then in obedience move into
action.
As Easter people celebrating the hope of the resurrection, we are aware of how
loved and favoured we are. We are then called to be cannels of this extravagant
love. As it has been since the promise in Abraham, we are blessed to bless. We
are here not merely to prepare for heaven, but to be vessels that brings God’s
blessing to the world. So, in our generosity we bring all of our gifts, talents and
treasures to the work of building the Kingdom of God. The Apostle Dr Luke reminds
us, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”
Luke 12:48
Thank God for all that Julie and Keith have been to us. I personally believe that,
they as with everybody else God brings into our lives, have been a blessing to us,
iron sharpening iron. Through them God has filled and encouraged us, and we
hope we have been a source of encouragement too. I take into my future these
blessings even though I will miss their warmth, encouragement and
resourcefulness. It was mentioned at
Woosehill on Mothering Sunday what
a mother she has been to us all. We
pray and wish them well as they
prepare to serve in another part of the
Vineyard (not in France!).
Strengthened by our common hope in
the Risen Christ, let us all together
with them give ourselves fully to the
service of the One who makes all
things new and to one another.
‘Therefore encourage one another
and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.’ 1Thess 5:11
Anchored in the spiritual habits
refreshed in Lent, let’s channel the
Easter hope to all that God loves.
Blessed Easter Season!
Revd Patrick Mukholi
-5-

-6-

-7-

-8-

-9-

THE WELCOME CLUB
On Tuesday 9th April, we were entertained by four
members of the Shinfield Shambles Morris Dancers.
This is a (currently all female) Morris side dancing in
the Welsh Border style. Unfortunately, they were
without their musicians today, so had to use recorded
music.
They first performed two dances, Folly, and Castles of
May.
Then they asked for volunteers from the audience to take part in the East Acton
Stick Dance. This dance for (groups of) three, was originally a skit on Morris
dancing, written by Eric Sykes for the Goons who performed it in the Coventry
Hippodrome in 1955. With six volunteers we managed three three’s and, without
sticks, we all survived!
They then performed a Molly Dance, these were traditionally danced by men, often
disguised as women, and with blackened faces, in return for tips.
The last dance was supposedly 'simple' and again involved volunteers from the
audience. It was Shepherd's Hey, and with four of us it involved some movement
as a ring of eight, and lots of clapping. I think we all probably did look quite simple!
I suspect everybody enjoyed the afternoon, even those who had volunteered (while
being threatened with a heavy stick). And it was good exercise, even though it did
confirm that yours truly possesses absolutely no dancing ability.
Jackie thanked the dancers, who stayed to have tea and home-made cakes with
us, before the raffle was drawn.
Next month: Tuesday 14th May, we will be entertained with songs, jokes and
anecdotes by Paul and Colin ('Davaar').
For further information concerning the Welcome Club please call Jackie on
0118 327 8739.
Steve Kallenborn

“Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm – prayer and
medication to follow.”
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MISSION AWAY DAY - 18th MAY
As those of you who were at the APCM
(Annual Parochial Church Meeting) in April will
realise, I have now formally taken on a role looking at
Missional Activities at St Paul’s and St Nicholas’.
Along with the clergy and PCC, and others, I will be
taking on the work begun under the banner of PMC
(Partnership for Missional Church) and developing it
further, especially in working out how what we do can
be more intentionally missional, and how we can all
be more involved.
It is an exciting time for lay involvement in Mission,
Paul Armitage
Missional
Activities
Team Leader
as the Church as a whole is encouraging all its
members to recognise and then progress where we can Advance the Kingdom in
the places and relationships we encounter every day. PMC is very much part of
this process; it provides us with tools and techniques to recognise where God is
working and who he’s working through. It helps us identify ways to get involved in
this work in the most effective way, making best use of our time and resources.
We are holding an Away Day on the afternoon of Saturday 18th May in St Paul’s
School to explore these themes further. Success in Mission will depend on the
entire Church Membership getting involved in one way or another. What we do in
the immediate future, and the pace at which we do it, will depend in large part on
the response we get at the Away Day.
I hope as many people as possible will be able to support the Christian Aid Coffee
Morning in the Parish Rooms, and then come over to the School for a Shared Lunch.
We’ll then have an afternoon of working out our Missional Plans together. I’m
planning a fun and engaging session, designed to stimulate lots of ideas and
discussion, and allow us to be open to the directing of the Holy Spirit. In the
meantime, please think about and pray for our mission, for discernment and for our
response as disciples as Christ to His call.
Keep an eye out for exact start time in Pews News. See you there!

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done”
Paul Armitage
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDIES

Easter to Pentecost 2019
8pm to 9.30pm, Woosehill Church
God’s Promises
Kept (Last Session)

30 April

Ruth: A God worth clinging to
Week 1
7 May
Week 2
14 May
Week 3
21 May
Week 4
28 May
Week 5

4 June

Revelation 20-22 Jesus’ Return

Ruth 1 Call me bitter
Ruth 2 Harvest of hope
Ruth 3 The field of love
Ruth 4 Ordinary people, extraordinary
God
Ruth 4 The Family Tree

Transforming Poverty (Follow on from Dangerous Stories)
Week 1
11 June
Psalm 139:1-15 All lives matter Introducing Daniel Blake
Week 2
18 June
Isaiah 43:1-7 God’s will to save Introducing Katie, Dylan and Daisy
Week 3
25 June
John 15:12-17 How has poverty affected
us? “We’re digital by default.”
Week 4
2 July
James 1:27-2:8 Our calling for one another and our local community – At the
foodbank and at the supermarket.
Week 5
9 July
Matthew 5:3-12 Growing beyond our
church’s walls as we walk with people –
CVs, a bookcase and vulnerability.
Week 6
16 July
Amos 4:1-5 Always upholding God’s heart
for the poor – Outside the Jobcentre and
at the end.
Summer Holiday

22 July to 3 Sep

Week 1

10 Sep

King David?

Everyone is welcome!
Fr Patrick Mukholi
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‘TITHINGS OF COMFORT & JOY’
Ten Key Facts about the Tithings Initiative
1.

Tithings are going to be the core of pastoral care at St Paul’s from September,
along with a trained volunteer Pastoral Care Team.

2.

They are groups of about 10 people who agree to meet together about three
times a year.

3.

They will be the first port of call when someone is ill as well as being an
encouragement and a support to each other in all of the stuff of life.

4.

Groups can be based on geography, or existing Church groups but we hope
that most groups will be a cross-section of the congregation.

5.

The blue letter at the back of Church gives more information.

6.

The yellow response form is something we really hope everyone will want to
return to the Parish Office so that they can be part of a tithings group. All forms
should be returned by 20th May at the latest.

7.

The vision behind this plan is that St Paul’s will gain a stronger sense of
community, cohesion and support. They will also be places where the
particular disciplines of PMC can be lived out. Tithings will also be a singular
way of making sure that new members of the Church bed in, feel a sense of
belonging and find friends.

8.

The underlying vision and hope behind this plan is of groups of people of all
ages and backgrounds who commit to walk with each other as pilgrims and
disciples, to learn from each other, to share the journey. St Paul’s is too big a
Church to allow everyone to relate to everyone else so this is a gentle and
affirming way of building community within the family of the Church. It is an
attempt to go with the grain of what we have and who we are already, building
on the values and traditions of St Paul’s.

9.

Please pray for the flourishing of this new adventure in Christ.

10. Do raise any questions you have with any member of the Clergy. We would
love to have the chance to enthuse about tithings and explain precisely why
you have to fill in a yellow form!
Fr Richard Lamey
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THE PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday was a joyous occasion made doubly so by the presence of the Bishop
of Reading, Rt Revd Andrew Proud, who came to preside at the service.
Everyone assembled at St Paul’s Junior School in Oxford Road just after 9am. The
palm crosses were blessed, and the procession made its way along St Paul’s Gate,
across the railway bridge and up to the church.
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There were a lot of people to marshal
along the way. However, with her trusty
palm in hand, Mthr Julie keeps order in
the multitude (left).
It was a bitter sweet moment for the
parish. After the notices had been
given, Fr Richard thanked Bishop
Andrew for his support of the parish as
well as his friendship and presented him
with a farewell gift – a pair of binoculars.
We wish Bishop Andrew every blessing
and a very happy retirement.
There will be a farewell service at
Reading Minster, St Mary the Virgin, on
Wednesday 1st May, beginning at
7.30pm. All are welcome.
Images: Peter Wells and Keith Mintern
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FIRST STEPS – APRIL

Mthr Julie told us the Easter story at our meeting in April. It was a joyous session
and lovely to welcome back Dexter, Iris and Evelyn during their school holidays.
They joined in the singing with great enthusiasm. Text & Images: Liz Gallagher

“The Associate Minister unveiled the church’s
new campaign slogan last Sunday:
‘I Upped My Pledge – Up Yours!’”
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AWE & WONDER
Lighter days and holidays are coming. We thought it might be nice if you share
moments of awe and wonder with us.
I was in Bergen at the beginning of March to celebrate a special birthday. One day
the family and I took a short cruise up a small fjord. It was a beautiful day but very
cold. As we approached the end of the fjord the fjord grew narrower and narrower,
and we could here the boat cracking through the ice. We were surrounded by snowcapped mountains and thundering waterfalls. The boat closed down the engines,
beautiful Holst music filled the air and for five magical moments, everyone on the
boat fell silent just gazing at the lovely landscape but also enjoying the stillness.
It was a magical moment – we saw creation in all its beauty - totally unspoilt.
Incidentally, the tiny village at the end of the fjord only got a road built into the village
in 1970. Prior to that the children had to get to their tiny school by boat.

Ann Grice
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IN THIS HOUSE OF BREDE
A parishioner has been following the Lent blog of a friend who happens to be the
vicar of a Suffolk church and found this entry to be challenging and worth sharing.
Andrew Dotchin's daily Lent blog, based around Rumer Godden's, ‘In this House of
Brede’ included this entry:
"Many good and valuable lessons have been handed down to us from
those who have gone ahead of us, which is why we call them saints, but
we do not want the epitaph on the grave of our church to be, ‘But we’ve
always done it this way.
What makes something valuable for us is not its age or its novelty but
whether it draws us closer to our Beloved or not. Whatever we do, be
it old or new, progressive or traditional, we must at all costs shun
anything that takes us away from the One Who Loves us Best and
embrace those things, no matter how unfamiliar, which draw us closer
to love.”
To Pray:
God our Mother and Father,
be with us as we learn
to see one another with new eyes,
to hear one another with new hearts,
and to treat one another in a new way.
Ireland)"

(Corrymeela Community,

And then the challenge:
1) Try a way of prayer that is new and unfamiliar, e.g. colouring-in,
prayer walking, a holding cross, and any of the many variations of what
is known as ‘Liquid Worship’
2) Try a way of prayer that is old and traditional (yet still unfamiliar).
Using incense and candles in worship, the Jesus prayer, or even a
rosary [or Anglican prayer beads].”
Acknowledgement: Andrew Dotchin - https://suffolkvicar.wordpress.com/

“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will
be ‘What is Hell?’ Come early and listen to our choir
practice”
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ST PAUL’S MOTHERS’ UNION
The AGM for St Paul’s Mothers’ Union branch was held on Monday 25th February,
when all business for the branch was reported and recorded, and five committee
members were duly appointed.
We thanked Ann Grice
(Branch Leader), and Jan
Norbury (Minute Secretary)
as they stepped down after
five years of service to the
branch (2014 – 2019).

Sue de Laroque and Jo Cullinane are welcomed into the St Paul's
Mothers' Union. L-R: Chris Piper, Margaret Fielding, Janet Charlton,
Sue de Laroque, Jo Cullinane, and Ann Grice (outgoing Chair). Image: Ann
Grice

As there was no-one to stand
for the position of Branch
Leader, it was decided to rule
by
committee.
Jean
Vaughan will act as the
diocesan
communications
officer and Teri Austen will
administer at meetings and
regularly
disseminate
information to all members
and the wider community. A
programme of interesting
talks and events for the year
was agreed, all of which will
be advertised in due course.

We are very pleased to welcome two new members to the branch - Jo Cullinane
and Sue de Laroque - who were duly inducted by the Revd Jane Kraft during the
9.30am service on 10th March.
Teri Austen

“Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First
Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door
at the side entrance.”
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NEWS FROM YELDALL MANOR
Sat in a prison cell, after coming off methadone, James was feeling hopeless. He
desperately wanted to go to rehab at Yeldall, but there was no funding. He wrote
to our Good Samaritan Bursary Fund:
"I've never been given any chances in life; all I ask is that you take a
chance with me. Please, if there's any way you can help me secure the
funding I need to attend Yeldall, I'll do whatever it takes."
Stories like James' are becoming increasingly common as local authority budgets
are cut, with some areas having no funding at all for residential rehabilitation. With
these financial challenges, five UK rehab centres closed in 2018. It is only thanks
to the Bursary Fund, and the generosity of our supporters, that we are able to keep
offering places to those who need them. In 2018-19, we raised an additional
£100,000 to help keep the fund replenished and we need to do the same again in
2019-20. Thank you for your kind support; we couldn't do it without you!

One way of supporting the Bursary Fund is through the Ride for Recovery, which
takes place on 8th June. Join us to cycle 10, 40 or 60 miles, get fit, have a good
time and raise money and awareness of our work.
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The 40 mile, flattish road route would suit anyone with a reasonable level of fitness
and a little cycling experience, whilst the 60 mile road route with some hills is for
more experienced cyclists only. Directions are provided for both routes, and you
will be expected to be able to self-navigate using your phone, although there will be
others to ride with, plus a couple of refreshment stops along the way. The 10-mile
route on quieter roads and bridleways is signposted and suitable for riders of any
age.
Last year, 80 riders took part including 8 who had themselves benefitted from the
Bursary Fund. Over £17,000 was raised in sponsorship to help more men to access
the programme and we want to raise even more this year. One rider said, “What a
privilege to be part of this event. Words cannot say what was in the lads’ minds,
but it shows in the pictures. Emotional stuff!” For more information and to sign up,
please go to www.rideforrecovery.co.uk
If you’re not able to take part, we are also looking for help manning the refreshment
stops, and loan of men’s road bikes. You can also residents and others who are
taking part, or donate via www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rideforrecovery2019.
You are also warmly invited to our Celebration service at 7.30pm on Friday 10th May
and our Open Day on the afternoon of Saturday 6th July. Please put the dates in
your diaries and keep supporting us as we help men build new lives, free from drug
and alcohol addiction. Thank you! Image: Yeldall Manor
Sue Hedger (Mrs)
Administration & Supporter Relations Manager, Yeldall Manor
www.yeldall.org.uk
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK – BODY IMAGE
An urgent call to action:
Mental Health Awareness Week:
‘Body Image’ - 13th-19th May

Bishop’s Steven’s Presidential Address
on Saturday 16 March at the Diocesan
Synod on the crisis of mental health
among our young people contained
these words:
"Nothing is hidden. There are no
private spaces. There is no place
beyond the reach of cruelty or
unkindness.
No sanctuary.
No
backstage area where I can take off the
mask and be myself. How can I find out
The Ven Olivia Graham
Archdeacon of Berkshire
who I am if there are no private spaces?
Image: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/godlife-ven-olivia-graham/
How can I grow and change and learn
if every mistake seems to be exposed
to public gaze and retained on servers on the other side of the world?"
This cry is a huge challenge to us. How can we, as disciples of Christ
and as local churches be good news to our young people? How can we
provide spaces which are secure, where they will be met with care and
kindness and understanding, where they can take off the masks and
discover who they are, make mistakes in safety, and know that they are
loved? This is where the rubber of being more Christ-like hits the road of
our young peoples’ reality. It is urgent and important, and we need to
act.
Olivia Graham, Archdeacon of Berkshire,
Oxford Diocese eNews – 20 March 2019
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BISHOP STEVEN’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

“There is a storm inside the minds of our young people. Like the storms on Galilee
it is unpredictable and life threatening. Like the storms on Galilee it is a symbol of
the forces of chaos in our lives which threaten to overwhelm us.”
Bishop Stephen Croft, 16 March 2019
#iwontwearmakeuponthursday
“I want to focus today on the importance of our work with children and young people
across the Diocese of Oxford.
We have a tremendous opportunity. We
currently work with around 15,000 children and
young people every week in our churches, on
Sundays and midweek. We share in the
education of 60,000 children through our 283
Church schools and many more through 18
Multi-academy trusts and independent schools
with an Anglican foundation, many of which
have ordained Anglican chaplains.
We are in contact with over 15,000 parents
and small children through over 240 Parent
and Toddler Groups and children’s centres.
No other agency across the Thames Valley
has a greater opportunity for engagement with
children, young people and families than the
Diocese of Oxford.

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft
Bishop of Oxford
Image: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/godlife-rt-revd-steven-croft/

I want to begin by saying thank you and expressing appreciation on behalf of us all
to our headteachers, staff, trustees and governors who work to deliver an
outstanding education founded on Christian values.
Thank you to clergy and their teams who engage regularly with schools: the curate
who takes an assembly, the PCC member who sits on the appointments panel, the
volunteer who goes in every week to read, the teams who lead Prayer Space or
Open the Book.
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Thanks to the thousands of volunteers who offer welcome and friendship to families
through toddler groups; to those who staff creches, Sunday schools and clubs, to
the one hundred or so paid youth and children’s workers in our churches, to school
chaplains across the Diocese, to those who pray faithfully, those who work in
safeguarding, to the choirs and servers teams and to the Education team, the
safeguarding team and the mission team in Church House.
Thank you. It is an enormous endeavour. And it is more needed than ever before.
A brave, tender performance
The singer-songwriter Jess Glynn performed at the Brit Awards a couple of weeks
ago. Her song is called “Thursday”
It’s a brave, tender, vulnerable performance
which offers a window on why all of this work we
offer and all of our engagement with children and
young people is more vital than ever before.
Jess Glynn is 29 years old, not quite as old as
the internet. She is singing about a storm. A
storm in the mind of a young woman, trying to
discover who she is.
You can watch her performance here:
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/i-wont-wearmake-up-on-thursday/#toggle-id-1
We might be tempted to think it’s a song about
fame and fortune: the reflections of someone in
the public eye, trying to cope with the pressure
of keeping up appearances.
I wish it was.

Jess Glynne (Cal Holman, March 20, 2015)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jess_Glynne#/m
edia/File:Jess_Glynne_(17579099972).jpg

I hear it as an honest reflection of what life is like for someone in their twenties and
still more for someone in their teens or just entering secondary school. We are all
in the public eye now. Because of technology, every young person is under scrutiny
the whole of the time. There is no hiding place.
There is a storm inside the minds of our young people. Like the storms on Galilee
it is unpredictable and life threatening. Like the storms on Galilee it is a symbol of
the forces of chaos in our lives which threaten to overwhelm us.
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One in four girls in this country aged 14 self-harm in some way. The most common
symptom is to cut themselves and hide the damage. The self-harm is a way of
coping with the pressure they feel, with the storm within. For boys, the symptoms
are different, but the storms are the same.
Please don’t hear me as saying anything to condemn the young people who have
these or any other symptoms of mental illness. They are real and distressing. Every
time I speak about them in public, people have talked with me afterwards about
their own families experiencing exactly this. It is heart breaking.
One in ten children aged 5-16 now suffer from a diagnosable mental health disorder.
The numbers are rising rapidly. The numbers are much higher for those in care or
those in prison.
Young LGBTI people have higher rates of poor mental health, self-harm and suicide
than their non LGBTI counterparts. I hope that all of us here recognise the pain of
working through sexual and gender identity in the social media spotlight and the
need for careful, loving and uncritical support from our churches when support is
asked for.
Where do these inner storms come from? There is a fear for the future, certainly.
Today’s young people understand the massive problems which will face the world
in their lifetime particularly the reality of disastrous climate change. There is no way
you can cut yourself off from news 24 hours a day. Every disaster in the world is
brought to your device within hours of it happening.
At the beginning of the Bible, we find the beautiful story of creation. God makes the
world. Contrary to popular belief, God does not make the world out of nothing. God
makes the world out of chaos. The earth is without form and void; there is darkness
over the face of the deep; the whole empty universe is one great storm.
How does God create? God speaks. God creates by bringing order out of chaos,
by setting boundaries, by pushing back the waters, by allowing the earth to emerge,
by dividing day from night and dry land from sea, by naming and giving meaning to
creation.
The forces of chaos are unleashed when the boundaries are taken down. A young
person today is growing up without boundaries, with very few rules, with very few
inner resources to hold back the forces of chaos. There are very few boundaries
now of conduct and behavior and gender.
Taking down some of the boundaries of the past, of course, is good. But if we take
down too many, the storms rise within us, not least the storm of the perpetual Fear
of Missing Out (FOMO), which is such a feature of young people’s lives.
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And we have taken down other boundaries as well. Because of technology, we
have taken down the boundaries of personal space and privacy. We are connected
24 hours a day. Our most personal information is harvested and shared for
commercial interest.
Nothing is hidden. There are no private spaces. There is no place beyond the
reach of cruelty or unkindness. No sanctuary. No backstage area where I can take
off the mask and be myself.
How can I find out who I am if there are no private spaces? How can I grow and
change and learn if every mistake seems to be exposed to public gaze and retained
on servers on the other side of the world?
Surveillance Capitalism
The Harvard economist, Shoshanna Zuboff, believes the world is witnessing a new
and harmful economic order which she names Surveillance Capitalism: the
deliberate harvesting of personal data to predict and influence human behaviour
and generate enormous profits and power.
The effects of Surveillance Capitalism are felt all across
society but particularly on the young, the first
generation of digital natives.
The internet is just one year older than Jesse Glynn.
Facebook was 15 a few weeks ago.
Zuboff chillingly calls the first generation of digital
natives the canaries in the coal mine. We are allowing
our children and grandchildren to be the subject of a
vast social and economic experiment: the strip mining
of their personal lives for commercial gain. What will
we offer this generation as a counterweight, as a way
to fight back against this desecration of their inmost
selves?
Our mission and ministry
All of this is the backdrop to re-imagining our mission and ministry as a diocese to
families and children and young people through schools and through chaplaincies
and churches.
Our motive has to be far more than replenishing the life of the Church for the next
generation. Our motive has to be the massive need we see in the children and
- 28 -

young people growing up today for safe spaces, for sanctuary, for contemplation,
for love, for purpose and acceptance and identity, all of which we believe are found
in Jesus Christ.
As we strive to be a more Christ like Church for the sake of God’s world, we need
to listen again to the words of Jesus for all the children of our diocese:
“Let the children come to me and do not stop them for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs”.
How will we build on the enormous potential that we see and the very good things
which are happening already? Our strategy group on engaging with schools has
already reported and the ideas are being taken forward by our Education and
Mission teams. Our working group on ministry with children and young people is
part way through its work and will report by the end of the year.
We will continue to strive to offer the best possible education in a Christian
environment to as many as possible, living out our Christian values and modelling
what it means to be contemplative, compassionate and courageous for the sake of
God’s world.
We will seek as a Diocese to build stronger links with every school led by active
teams from local churches. We are seeking to model and develop chaplaincy
models which are contemplative and which offer rich and deep pathways of prayer.
We want to model courageous leadership and we are exploring collaborating with
the Archbishop of York’s youth trust who currently deliver a character and
leadership development programme for over 600 schools in the Northern Province.
We will continue to work supportively with and advocate for mental health services
for children and young people, still underfunded, and with the charities and other
organisations which work with them.
We will continue to invest in safeguarding our children and young people and
vulnerable adults as a cornerstone of our work.
We will continue to celebrate and support the work of PACT, placing children for
adoption in families and supporting the vulnerable year after year.
We want to re-imagine the ways in which we invest in work with children and young
people and families through making it easier for parishes to employ and support
paid workers, often part time. It would be good to see that number of paid workers
double in the next few years.
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We believe there is a need to resource our volunteers and paid workers better
through training, through supportive policies and frameworks and through new
patterns of authorisation and support.
We want to develop ways in which we continue to hear the voice of children and
young people at every level in the life of the church in the diocese through
representation and advocacy.
I hope that later this year we will begin to have young people’s representatives as
part of this Diocesan Synod as full members. As has often been said, children and
young people are the church of today not the church of tomorrow and need to be
heard more often in our counsels together. Wisdom will often come from the
youngest person present.
I will be making this Presidential Address available to the Diocese in the normal
ways and with it a short discussion guide with a series of questions for discussion
at PCC’s, small groups and Deanery Synods, available here:
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/I-wont-wear-makeup-pcc-discussion-guide.pdf.
I also want to encourage churches to engage actively with Mental Health
Awareness Week from 13th-19th May. The theme this year is Body Image https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week.
We often tell ourselves the wrong stories about children and young people. We tell
ourselves the young are not interested in God. We tell ourselves that schools are
not interested in Christian values. We tell ourselves that we have no children or
young people in our churches.
In fact, we are in a position of great responsibility and opportunity. We are in
meaningful contact with more families, children and young people than any other
organisation across the Thames Valley. We have immense resources to deploy in
terms of finance and people, experience and the resources of our faith.
Parents need our help and support. Children and young people are growing up
searching for identity and meaning and purpose.
Our call is to be a more Christ-like Church for the sake of the children and young
people of our world: contemplative, compassionate and courageous.
I hope and pray this Synod and every PCC and Deanery Synod will continue to
support this vision as we move forward.

+ Steven Oxford, Presidential address to Diocesan Synod, 16 March 2019
- 30 -

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

• Top left-right: the stripped altar after Maundy Thursday and the altar of repose in
the Walter Chapel.
• Centre left-right: At the Dawn Service - The ‘empty tomb’ and the lighting of the
Paschal Candle from the Holy Fire.
• Bottom left-right: The service begins by candlelight; Mthr Julie sings the Exsultet
(Exultet – The Easter Proclamation).
- 31 -

• Top left to right: renewing our vows of baptism.
• Top right and down: People enjoying the eagerly awaited Easter Feast (aka
cooked breakfast) lovingly prepared by our Social Committee. The breakfast
was technically free, but we were collecting donations for our three charities:
USPG, Soulscape, and The Link Visiting Scheme. We hope to bring you more
details in next month’s edition.
Huge thanks to the social committee who prepared, cooked and served our breakfast. It was delicious.
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Thank you to everyone who worked so
hard to prepare the church, do the
flowers and create the Easter Garden
or anything else, for that matter!

Images: Richard Lamey, Peter Wells and Keith
Mintern
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
1. What are angels and who made them and why?
People of every faith and no faith are fascinated by angels. The Medieval Church
developed a very complex hierarchy of angels, and which type of angel fulfilled
which role. There is a whole New Age publishing industry found on our personal
angels. This could be a very long answer to the question - but let me summarise.
Angelic beings are found in the Old Testament around the throne of God, in Isaiah
and Ezekiel and elsewhere. They are majestic and magnificent beings who
surround and protect and adore God. What’s interesting is that the New Testament
and Early Church idea of angels builds on that inheritance while making angels
more personal and individual. In the same that Jesus is God incarnate, in the New
Testament the focus is on a more physical and human-looking angel. Gabriel
comes to Mary, for example. He is named and personal and specific. In Revelation
each Church has an angel which embodies its spirit and values. The key thing
about angels is that they are God’s messengers. They carry word, a message, an
instruction, and they speak from the heart of God to our hearts.
2. Why do some people hold their hands out in the Lord’s Prayer?
When we pray, we do so with our whole bodies, not just our mouths. This takes
different forms - one is that the altar party at St Paul’s hold out their hands in the
Lord’s Prayer as a sign of openness to God and of wanting God’s Holy Spirit to
come to turn our words and thoughts into action and reality, to help us live out the
things we say. Anyone can join in!
3. What value does the Deanery give to the parish?
Deaneries are different to each other, so there is no single answer. However, the
deanery is meant to be a manageable level of organisation between the parish and
the Diocese or Archdeaconry. It is a convenience, a usefulness rather than
something people tend to rely to. It has purpose. Personally I would say that the key
things the Deanery does are: 1) allow Churches to do things together which they
couldn’t do on their own, 2) ensure that parish clergy are supported and encouraged
in a role which can often be isolated and pressured, 3) perform an administrative
function in terms of things like allocating Parish share and organising Building
Inspections, 4) act for the Archdeacon on Inspections, 5) offer challenge and
inspiration through meetings, 6) pray for each other and know each other and
encourage each other, 7) work together to have input into the direction of the
Diocese, and, above all, 8) support mission and ministry in parish.
And finally, a question from a choir member:
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4. The Benedictus is not in the BCP but it is in Common Worship? Where
does it come from and when was it standardised?
The words are from Psalm 118 and then used in Matthew’s Gospel as Jesus enters
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. They remind us of God’s promise, of his presence and
of his blessing. The addition of the extra lines makes it clear that the Holy God of
the Sanctus is known to us in Jesus Christ. Some Lutherans added them onto the
end of the Sanctus for centuries, building on a well-known 5th century tradition in
Antioch, but it was only in 1973 that Roman Catholics, Anglicans and some other
Churches agreed the text. It is still an option rather than a compulsory text but it
was made permissible only very recently. It is also a hallowed tradition to include
the words of the Benedictus in many Orthodox Churches. So, while it has only
recently been part of the Anglican Liturgy, it has ancient roots in the early Church
and across Christendom.
These are the last questions
we are going to be answering
at the moment from the boxbut do, at any point, ask your
questions of the clergy and of
other
people
in
the
congregation and do keep
thinking things through, and
making connections, and being
a pilgrim.
Fr Richard Lamey

“Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet
Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door.”

“Sunday morning sermon: ‘Jesus Walks on Water.’
Sunday evening sermon: ‘Searching for Jesus.’”
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THY KINGDOM COME - THE 2019 SERMON SERIES
As part of Choral Evensong @ 6.15 pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

19th May: the Rev’d Mark Birch
Mark has been a Minor Canon at Westminster Abbey
since January 2015. As Sacrist, he shares responsibility
with the Precentor for the daily worshipping life of the
Abbey and the many special services in both the Abbey
and St Margaret’s Church. He used to be Priest-inCharge of the parish of St Faith, Chaplain at the Hospital
of St Cross and Chaplain at Treloar College in Alton, in
the Diocese of Winchester. Before that he was Chaplain
at Helen and Douglas House in Oxford, and prior to that
Chaplain and Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. He
served his curacy in Cirencester.

Revd Mark Birch
Image: Westminster Abbey

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
You may have heard that Matthew Reed, who was CEO of The Children's Society
for several years, left at the end of last year. He has done an amazing job,
particularly with links to government departments, and is now Chief Executive of
Marie Curie.
Now we have a new appointment - Mark Russell - who is currently Chief Executive
at Church Army, a charity that works across the British Isles serving over 11,000
people each month. Their work in Cardiff supports homeless young people and
young people experiencing self-harm, and The Marylebone Project is the largest
women only homeless project in the UK providing over 40,000 nights of
accommodation each year.
The plan is that Mark will join the trustees in August. He also has links with
government and has worked as a charity CEO for 12 years. His experience will
bring new ideas to the Society and enable us to thrive.
We will continue to support the charity's work and thank you for your help in the
past.
Jean Vaughan
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RECIPE - RHUBARB FOOL
It’s rhubarb time so make use of the rhubarb in your garden with this easy recipe
for fool.
Ingredients
300g rhubarb
300g caster sugar
250ml double cream
250ml tinned custard
Crushed biscuit or chocolate for
garnish

Method
• Cook rhubarb with sugar until soft
and strain
• Beat double cream until thick and
stir in with the custard together
• Add the rhubarb
• Pour into glasses to serve
• Garnish with biscuit crumbs or
chocolate
Ann Grice

Luke 24:50-51
When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them
and was taken up into heaven.
50

New International Version (NIV)
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MUSIC FOR MAY 2019
5th – Easter 3
9.30am
Parish Mass
Hymns:
107, 104, 123, 124
Setting:
Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
Gradual:
Eastertide Alleluia
Anthem: This joyful Eastertide, C Wood
12th - Easter 4
9.30am
Parish Mass
Hymns:
117, 381, 115, 112
Gradual:
Eastertide Alleluia
Setting:
Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
Anthem: Ubi caritas, M Duruflé
6.15pm

CTW Evening Service

19th – Easter 5
9.30am
Parish Mass
Hymns:
205, 401, 463, 310
Gradual:
Eastertide Alleluia
Setting:
Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
Anthem: Cantique de Jean Racine, G Fauré
6.15pm
Choral Evensong
Hymns:
425, 244
Responses: Clucas
Psalm:
98
Canticles:
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in b minor, T Tertius Noble
Anthem: Cantique de Jean Racine, G Fauré
26th – Easter 6
9.30am
Parish Mass
Hymns:
106, 420, 407, 368
Setting:
Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
Gradual:
Eastertide Alleluia
Anthem: The Lord bless you and keep you, J Rutter
30th – Ascension Day
8.00pm
Sung Mass
Hymns:
130, 373, 349, 443
Setting:
Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
Gradual:
Eastertide Alleluia
Anthem:
Lift up your heads, W Mathias
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WEEK DAY SERVICES
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Time
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
10.30am
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
9.00am
9.30am

Service
Said Morning Prayer
Said Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer at Woosehill Church
House Mass (see weekly Pews News for details)
Said Morning Prayer, with Mass at 9.30am
Said Morning Prayer
Said Morning Prayer
Rosary Prayers
Low Mass

READERS & INTERCESSORS
Date
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May
30 May

Festival
Easter 3
Easter 4
Easter 5
Easter 6
Ascension Day

Reader
Jacob Merchant
Jenny Ellerbeck
Janet Charlton
Colin Weedon
Lyn Austen

BAPTISMS
Sunday 31 March: Billie Glover

I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit …
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Intercessor
Teri Austen
Clare Coombe
John Foster
Janet Wickham
Penny Wallace

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wed 1 May
Fri 3 May
Sat 4 May
Tue 7 May

Wed 8 May
Thu 9 May
Fri 10 May
Tue 14 May

Wed 15 May
Fri 17 May
Sat 18 May

Sun 19 May
Tue 21 May

Mon 20 May
Wed 22 May
Fri 24 May
Wed 28 May

4.30pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm
2pm – 4pm
9.30pm – 3.30pm
12.30pm
7.45pm
8pm – 9.30pm
7.30pm
9.15am
2pm – 4pm
2pm
7.45pm
8pm – 9.30pm
7.30pm
2pm – 4pm
2pm – 4pm
9.30pm – 3.30pm
10am – 12 noon
12 noon – 2pm
6.15pm
12.30pm
7.45pm
8pm – 9.30pm
12 noon
7.30pm
2pm – 4pm
7.45pm
8pm – 9.30pm

Stitch Together, Parish Rooms
Bishop Andrew’s Farewell, Reading Minster
Coffee & Chat, Parish Rooms
Churchyard Working Party
St Paul’s Taverners, Broad Street Tavern
Bellringing Practice
Bible Studies, Woosehill Church
Choir Practice
First Steps, Children’s Chapel, St Paul’s
Coffee & Chat, Parish Rooms
The Welcome Club, Parish Rooms
Bellringing Practice
Bible Studies, Woosehill Church
Choir Practice
Coffee & Chat, Parish Rooms
Stitch Together, Parish rooms
Churchyard Working Party
Christian Aid Coffee Morning
Mission Away Day, St Paul’s Junior School
2019 Choral Evensong Sermon Series
St Paul’s Taverners, Broad Street Tavern
Bellringing Practice
Bible Studies, Woosehill Church
Tithings Response Forms due
Choir Practice
Coffee & Chat, Parish Rooms
Bellringing Practice
Bible Studies, Woosehill Church

“The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility.”

“Please place your donation in the envelope, along
with the deceased person you want remembered.”
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LUCKY NUMBERS
The April Lucky Numbers draw took place over coffee after Parish Mass at St Paul's
on Palm Sunday, 14th April 2019. Many congratulations to the winners who were:
£50
£25
£15
£10

No. 49
No. 66
No. 74
No. 67

Claire in Jesus Christ
Tony & Pam Roberts
Jim & Katherine Bell
Tony & Pam Roberts

The Draw is an easy way of raising funds
for repairs and renewals to the church
building. A share costs £24 per year and
the draw takes place monthly (either at St
Nicholas’s or St Paul’s) for prizes of £50,
£25, £15 and £10. All remaining funds go
to the Restoration Fund. If you would like
to subscribe, or want further information,
please contact Tony Roberts (979 5351),
Liz Gallagher (989 1176) or Mary Cassidy
(979 5096) – or in person at church (Mary
at St Paul’s, Tony or Liz at St Nicholas’)
Mary Cassidy
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PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Clergy
The Rector
Fr Richard Lamey rector@spauls.org.uk
Assistant Priest
Fr Patrick Mukholi*** patrick.mukholi@spauls.org.uk
Assistant Curate
Mthr Julie Mintern*
julie.mintern@spauls.org.uk
Assistant Priest
Rev Judi Hattaway*
judihattaway@mac.com
Assistant Priest
Fr Roy Holmes**
Clergy rest days
*Friday, **Saturday, *** Monday
We shall be grateful if you would refrain from contacting the Clergy on their rest days.

0118 327 9116
0118 977 3397
0118 327 7839
0779 872 3232
0118 978 4141
Thank you.

St Paul’s Church, Wokingham
Parish Administrator
Louise Cole
Parish Rooms Bkgs
Vanessa Hemmi
PCC Secretary
Lesley Ruddock
Churchwarden
David Ruddock
Churchwarden
Peter Wells
Treasurer
Lyn Austen
Stewardship
J & C Selwyn-Smith
Senior Server
Peter Wells
Music Director
Louise Turner
Choir Secretary
Lesley Ruddock
Tower Captain
Ken Davenport
Church Flowers
Sue Davenport
Safeguarding Officer
Colin Weedon
(Acting)
Social Committee /
Margaret Davies
Stitch Together
Coffee & Chat
Susanna Allen
St Paul’s Taverners
Keith Mintern
Mothers’ Union
Ann Grice
Welcome Club
Jackie Alexander
Children’s Advocate
Jason Searancke
Senior Squad
Pauline Wells
J Club
Becca Lamey
First Steps
Liz Gallagher
Head Teacher
Julieanne Taylor
Churchyard Working Party

church.office@spauls.org.uk
parish.rooms@spauls.org.uk
pcc.secretary@spauls.org.uk
david.ruddock@spauls.org.uk
peter.wells@spauls.org.uk
lyn.austen@spauls.org.uk
stewardship@spauls.org.uk,
1 Barkhart Drive
louise_turner71@hotmail.com
lesley_ruddock@hotmail.co.uk
47 Brookside
47 Brookside
Church.office@spauls.org.uk

0118 979 2122
0118 979 2122
0118 437 6104
0118 377 6351
0118 978 9123
0118 979 2819
0118 377 6351
0118 988 2815
0118 437 6104
0118 978 6554
0118 978 6554

stitch-together@outlook.com
www.stitchtogether.wordpress.com
kmintern@aol.com
anngrice@sky.com
49 Cantley Crescent
childrens.advocate@spauls.org.uk
pwells@ntlworld.com
beccalamey@btinternet.com
St Paul’s C of E Controlled Jr School
churchyard@spauls.org.uk

0118 377 4133
0118 327 7839
0118 979 6267
0118 327 8739
0790 067 8572
0118 377 6351
0118 327 9116
0118 989 1176
0118 978 5219

The Community Church of St Nicholas, Emmbrook
Pro-Warden
Pro-Warden
Treasurer
Secretary
Sunday School
Children’s Advocate
Newsletter

Liz Gallagher
Fiona
Tony Roberts
Fiona Albinson
Anne Armitage
Sally Dowling
Lynne Judge

10 Ashton Road
Albinson
22 Lowther Road
Fiona@albinson.co.uk
49 Emmbrook Vale
29 Sewell Avenue
lynne@dsdays.co.uk
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0118 989 1176
0118 978 9181
0118 979 5351
0118 979 3533
0118 978 2729

The Spire Magazine
Subscription Form
I would like to subscribe to The Spire Magazine for the remainder of the year - Cost £1 each.
Full Name (please print) ..……………………………………………………………
Address (including postcode) ………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Telephone (please include STD code) ………………………………....................................
Email ………………………………………………………………………………………...
Please indicate your method of payment. Payment may be paid with cash, by cheque, or
directly into the church Barclays bank account (see details below).
•

I enclose £ …………………………………. (cash)

• I enclose a cheque for £ …………. ……………….
• I have paid £ …………………… by bank transfer
Account Name: PCC of St Paul’s Parish Wokingham
Sort code: 20-11-74
Account No. 80683752
Payment Ref. Spire 2019 (plus ‘Your Last Name’)
Signature ………………………………………
You will be able to collect your magazine each month from your home church. People who
subscribe by post will need to make a special arrangement directly with the Parish Office
and provide the appropriate stamps and envelopes to cover the cost of posting their
magazines.
NB: Your personal details will be held in a secure area for the purposes of parish magazine
business only. No information will ever be shared with a third party.
Please return your form and payment to:
‘The Spire Subscription’, c/o Mrs Louise Cole, St Paul’s Church Office, St Paul’s Parish
Rooms, Reading Road, Wokingham RG41 1EH.
Telephone: 0118 979 2122 | Email: church.office@spauls.org.uk.
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